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This is our zine--our progressive, newly thought up, grass roots, crea-
tive, strong willed, exciting zine.  We, a group of radical activists and 
creative contributors, would like to present you with the first issue of 
what should and will be a permanent published fixture on this cam-
pus.  So, what’s the point?  Why bother publishing a zine with informa-
tion, art, and literature complimentary to what our club already stands 
for?  Simple, to spread the progressive mindset through one more me-
dium, to give the campus community something that may entertain as 
well as promote thought, and to establish an outlet for our writers and 
artists that has not previously been available.  We urge you to take a 
look at our compiled and bound little piece of activist literature and 
hope that you enjoy the informal, candid tone we have decided to 
take.  Of course, we are aware that our zine may highlight political 
stances, moral positions, and statements of fact that make you uncom-
fortable or angry.  It is through activism that we have learned how nu-
merous, constant, and hostile our opponents can be.  Instead of quit-
ting, backing down, or drowning out our own voices we’ve said to hell 
with shutting up!  This is the time for change, the time for a progressive 
mindset to spread, the time to really put ourselves out there so you can 
hear what we have to say.  This is the time for our zine.   
 
                         
        Laina 
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Manifesto of the Insistence Underground 
 

We’re twenty grand in headbands, 
A movement in its seed, 
And a burst of sudden standing 
For a nation on its knees. 
The choice is emperors or minutemen, 
Cremation or cold. 
You can live for a nickel, 
Or you can die for some gold. 
We are the new wave of resistance, 
The insistence underground, 
We’ve seen you wrapped up in that banner 
With your star-spangled crown. 
But a name, a flag, a patriot, 
They never meant a thing 
Without the sheet of hemp we pried 
From the fingers of the king. 
Another desert city’s skyline crumbles, 
Turned into a dune. 
Another corporation’s drill 
Will suck the oil from it soon. 
Another cold man on the corner 
Begs a warm man for a dime. 
You can let your pockets jingle, 
Just don’t look ‘em in the eye. 

 - Eric Marshall  

Ali Bee 

“Your honor, years ago I recognized my kinship with all 

living beings, and I made up my mind that I was not one 

bit better than the meanest one on earth. I said then, and 

I say now, that while there is a lower class, I am in it; 

while there is a criminal element, I am of it; while there is 

a soul in prison, I am not free.” 

   Eugene Debs, on trial for violating  

   Espionage Act in 1918 



----    CENSORED CENSORED CENSORED CENSORED ----                    
Important News and Analysis, Most of Which 

You Won’t See in the Corporate Media 
(Here we provide brief excerpts from some important recent news sto-

ries and analyses, the vast majority of which didn´t make it onto CNN 

or into the New York Times, let alone more right-wing outlets like Fox 

News. To suggest pieces for inclusion in this section, email 

sbusja@gmail.com)  

Is Mosque Hysteria 
Being Ginned Up to 
Bolster Support for 
the Disastrous Wars 
in Afghanistan and 
Iraq? – by Phyllis Ben-
nis, AlterNet – 8/26/10 
–  “There is a far 
greater danger in the 
right-wing mobilization 
at the core of the Is-
lamic center contro-
versy. That is its goal of 
rebuilding the political 
support structure for 
that global war on ter-
ror, just at the precise 
moment when the fail-
ure, the illegitimacy, 
the casualties, and 
most of all the costs of 
the GWOT are resulting 
in a profound and rapid 
decline in support for 
the war. That’s why 
reclaiming the specific 
area around the site of 
the old twin towers is at 
the heart of this strug-
gle—the intention is to 
reassert the “hallowed” 
nature of that spot of 
land. Not out of respect 
for the victims of the 
9/11 attacks (Muslim 
and otherwise). But 
because if the site of 
those attacks is 
‘hallowed,’ then the 
wars waged in the 
name of 9/11 are not 
only good wars, they 
are hallowed, too…”  

Understanding The 
Taliban – by Jonathan 
Steele, London Review 
of Books – 9/9/10 – 
“Have the Taliban 
changed in the decade 
since they lost office? Is 
there a neo-Taliban, as 
some suggest? What of 
the younger generation 
of field commanders 
who lead today’s resis-
tance to the Americans 
and British? Are they in 
regular touch with Mul-
lah Omar and do they 
answer to him in any 
practical sense, either 
in military strategy or in 
their political objec-
tives? Above all, is 
there room for compro-
mise between the Tali-
ban, President Karzai 
and the Tajik and 
Uzbek leaders who sur-
round him in Kabul so 
that, if the US with-
draws in the next few 
years, a power-sharing 
government can have a 
chance of lasting?...” 
 
World’s Richest 1% 
Own 40% of All 
Wealth, UN Report 
Discovers; 50% of 
World’s Adults Own 
Just 1% of the 
Wealth – The Guardian 
– 12/6/06 – “The rich-
est 1% of adults in the 
world own 40% of the  

planet's wealth, accord-
ing to the largest study 
yet of wealth distribu-
tion. The report also 
finds that those in fi-
nancial services and the 
internet sectors pre-
dominate among the 
super rich. Europe, the 
US and some Asia Pa-
cific nations account for 
most of the extremely 
wealthy. More than a 
third live in the US. 
Japan accounts for 27% 
of the total, the UK for 
6% and France for 
5%.” 
 
Withdrawal or Endur-
ing Presence? US 
Military Continues to 
Invest Hundreds of 

Millions in Iraq Bases 
– Democracy Now! – 
9/1/10 – “In his Oval 
Office address Tuesday 
night, President Obama 
said the US had closed 
or transferred hundreds 
of bases to the Iraqis. 
But many US bases 
remain in Iraq, as well 
as the massive US em-
bassy in Baghdad, the 
size of eighty football 
fields…” 

COMPILED BY 

ROSA ROXBURY 

simply by occurring. So if there is any standard at 

all, that standard is simply ‘what works.’ Whether 

you want to call it survival, dominance or superi-

ority, the standard is simply ‘what works.’” 

However, Grassley and Keyes have 

hopelessly failed to take into consideration a fact 

whose intimate comprehension is absolutely 

essential to anyone hoping to engage in serious 

scientific inquiries and discussions, namely that 

the way things are isn’t necessarily the way they 

ought to be. In the words of the late paleontolo-

gist Stephen Jay Gould: 

“[N]ature simply is as we find it. Our 

failure to discern a universal good does not re-

cord any lack of insight or ingenuity, but merely 

demonstrates that nature contains no moral mes-

sages framed in human terms. Morality is a sub-

ject for philosophers, theologians, students of the 

humanities, indeed for all thinking people. The 

answers will not be read passively from nature; 

they do not, and cannot, arise from the data of 

science.” 

Recently, a highly disturbing image 

depicting a female mallard duck being gang raped 

by a group of males has been circulating the sci-

entific blogosphere. According to British zoolo-

gist Darren Naish, “‘forced extra-pair copulations’ 

are very common… females are handled so 

roughly by males (sometimes by groups of as 

many as 12) that it’s quite common for people to 

speak of witnessing ‘duck rape’, and forced copu-

lation is a common [evolutionary] strategy used 

by males of this species.” 

 

Ergo, if greed should be considered a 

good, or even tolerable, enterprise simply because 

of its prevalence throughout the natural world, 

then so should rape. So too, in fact, should infanti-

cide, murder, and genocide, as they’ve been di-

rectly observed on innumerable occasions in dol-

phins, chimpanzees, and ants, respectively. Yet 

one would be hard-pressed to find anyone who 

would genuinely assert that any of these abomina-

ble practices should be permitted by any remotely-

just society. We’ve all come to understand that 

citing them as psycho-biological staples in no way 

justifies their moral fiber. 

 So why should unchecked greed, the 

common thread which unites the lion’s share of 

our world’s current plights, be viewed any differ-

ently? 

“Our failure to discern a 

universal good does not re-

cord any lack of insight or 

ingenuity, but merely dem-

onstrates that nature con-

tains no moral messages 

framed in human terms.” 

-Stephen Jay Gould 

 — Mark Mancini 



Last month, the highly anticipated 

sequel to Oliver Stone’s groundbreaking 1987 

drama “Wall Street” was finally released. While 

Shia LaBeouf, Frank Langella, and “Milk’s” Josh 

Brolin each performed their respective roles quite 

splendidly, the franchise’s star remains, beyond 

any shadow of a doubt, Michael Douglass’ infa-

mous corporate raider, Gordon Gekko. Given the 

charismatic criminal’s recent return to the spot-

light, I feel that it’s now appropriate to reconsider 

an undervalued yet intimately critical theme un-

derlying his most renowned address, made fa-

mous for its oft-repeated opening line: 

“Greed, for lack of a better word, is 

good. Greed is right. Greed works. Greed clarifies, 

cuts through, and captures the essence of 

the evolutionary spirit [emphasis mine]. 

Greed, in all of its forms; greed for life, for 

money, for love, knowledge, has marked the up-

ward surge of mankind and greed, you mark my 

words, will not only save Teldar Paper, but that 

other malfunctioning corporation called the 

U.S.A.” 

    The debate concerning whether or 

not greed is in fact good has largely shaped the 

face of contemporary politics for decades, but the 

highlighted segment of the speech raises another 

question. 

    Is greed an evolutionary advantage?  

    If greed is truly a trait befitting such a descrip-

tion, then one would be incapable of accusing its 

practitioners of behaving unnaturally, as critics of 

greed often do. Conversely, many proponents of 

the unrestricted free-market, an establishment 

exquisitely dependent upon greed, have   utilized 

the drive’s alleged ‘natural’ status as an excuse for 

its glaring imperfections. Last June, when asked if 

the famed big American banks had a right to pro-

test the potential approach of any new regulations 

on the grounds of their own monetary loss, Senator 

Chuck Grassley of Iowa provided the following 

response: 

“Greed is human nature. We shouldn’t 

blame greed any more than you’d blame gravity 

when a plane has an accident and goes down.” 

Unfortunately, it would appear that 

Grassley’s declaration is at least partially accurate, 

at least according to the biological community. 

Fledgling primatologists have often expressed a 

great deal of shock when first exposed to the myr-

iad of underhanded tactics employed by our near-

est relatives for the purposes of dominating, if not 

monopolizing, resources such as reproductive op-

portunities and dietary supplies to the expense of 

competitors and even their own relatives. Further-

more, Richard Dawkins, one of the leading biolo-

gists and science writers of our era, is perhaps best 

known for his groundbreaking 1972 book entitled 

“The Selfish Gene” in which, among other things, 

he makes the argument that selfishness is the pri-

mary driving force of evolution itself. 

This contention has, unsurprisingly, 

been grossly misinterpreted by young-Earth crea-

tionists, such as the perennially unelectable Regan-

Era diplomat Alan Keyes who has argued that “In 

its simplest form, evolution represents the view 

that the ordering principle of reality is ‘the survival 

of the fittest,’ or that outcomes validate themselves 

Greed, Ethics, &  
Evolution Iraq: An Army of Con-

tractors – by Gareth 
Porter, Counterpunch – 
8/23/10 – “When the 
Barack Obama admini-
stration unveiled its plan 
last week for an impro-
vised State Department-
controlled army of con-
tractors to replace all 
U.S. combat troops in 
Iraq by the end of 2011, 
critics associated with 
the U.S. command at-
tacked the transition 
plan, insisting that the 
United States must con-
tinue to assume that 
U.S. combat forces 
should and can remain in 
Iraq indefinitely. But the 
differences between the 
administration and its 
critics over the issue of a 
long-term U.S. presence 
may be more apparent 
than real. All indications 
are that the administra-
tion expects to renegoti-
ate the security agree-
ment with the Iraqi gov-
ernment to allow a post-
2011 combat presence 
of up to 10,000 troops, 
once a new government 
is formed in Baghdad. 
The administration de-
cided on the transition 
from military to civilian 
responsibility for security 
at an interagency meet-
ing the week of Jul. 19. 
It made the broad out-
lines of the plan public at 
an Aug. 16 State Depart-
ment news briefing and 
another briefing the fol-
lowing day, even though 
crucial details had not 
been worked out…” 

Admitting Fault, UN 
Reports Over 500 DRC 
Rapes Since July – 
Democracy Now! – 
9/8/10 – “The United 
Nations has doubled its 
tally of rapes committed 
in eastern Congo since 
July and said it holds 
partial responsibility in 
failing to prevent them. 
The UN now says over 
500 women, girls and 
babies were raped when 
Rwandan and Congolese 
rebels stormed the town 
of Luvungi and another 
nearby area. It took 
three weeks for the UN 
to respond, even though 
the town is just miles 
from a UN base…
According to the UN, 
over 15,000 rapes were 
reported in the Democ-
ratic Republic of Congo 
in both 2008 and 2009.” 
 
UStoGAZA.ORG - 
“Citizens around the 
world have responded to 
the plight of the Pales-
tinian people and are 
taking action to help 
break the blockade 
which is suffocating the 
lives of the people of 
Gaza and denying them 
their liberty. The U.S. 
government is complicit 
through established poli-
cies that uncritically sup-
port Israel in its brutal 
attack on the Palestinian 
people and on those who 
attempt to intervene on 
their behalf. We in the 
United States must con-
tinue to step up and do 
our part. We must join 
with others from across 
the world to support an 
end to the collective 
punishment of 1.5 mil-

lion Palestinians in 
Gaza. 

We turn to 
you to help make the 
U.S. boat, The Audac-
ity of Hope, a reality. 
We must raise at least 
$370,000 in the next 
month…From the deck 
of The Audacity of 

Hope, we will be in a 
powerful and unique 
position to challenge 
U.S. foreign policy and 
affirm the universal 
obligation to uphold 
human rights and in-
ternational law. Let us 
act now because every 
moment counts and 
every dollar counts…” 



 

I gave weight to my mind and rationale to my heart. In that 
moment my definition of safety changed. I took action to the 
notion that the world is not safe. Protection is not deterring 
burglars from your suburban paradise. Pissing around your arti-
ficial lawn with fences. Garden gold. Danger is a very real 
presence for more people than is safety. And to those people 
who suffer at the carelessness or heartlessness of some other 
person, safety may be a completely foreign concept. It may 
seem like a novelty. In the first world we're struggling with a 
mix-up. The first world has got a third world nestled in it, be-
tween the chain-link fences and construction sites. And the 
lower middle class children are thinking that nothing's enough. 
Everything is novel to us. It is that way because we assign eve-
rything to a second tier. Picking and choosing which car alarm 
sounds best on a street where the apartments are exclusive 
and everyone is pushed out. A truly dim street, a truly danger-
ous neighborhood is one in which love is on a poster and if 
you're lucky it's in a condom. One where the space is small and 
the price rises. And I wish I could say it came to a climax, 
something wonderful and pleasureful, but it never stops as-
cending. Men with small nipples are shoved into the closet 
space to make room for masculinity that we can put on dis-
play. That is our reality. It won't be included in the history 
books that our genetically modified children will read. Instead 
we'll teach them about terrorism--how it is, was and ever shall 
be present as a fabrication in this global battle over intellect. 
And all the bad guys of this earth will go to their heaven for 
making neighborhoods into hell for real good people. They'll 
escalate in the ranks. They'll step on those who are disposable 
because they fade out, in the masses, into darkness and real 
terror. The farther out you go, the darker the water. The 
deeper the water. The farther out you go, the harder you have 
to swim against the current to reach the shore and take a 
breath. These people will never have the chance to sit in a 
lounge chair and watch the waters change. They'll never stop 
swimming against capitalism, racism, sexism and all of the 
other sea monsters that keep pulling them away from the 
shore. 

Tweed 
 by: Jes Rybak 

Whether you come to this point through alternative education, personal Whether you come to this point through alternative education, personal Whether you come to this point through alternative education, personal Whether you come to this point through alternative education, personal 

experience, or analysis, it all arrives and orbits around a central be-experience, or analysis, it all arrives and orbits around a central be-experience, or analysis, it all arrives and orbits around a central be-experience, or analysis, it all arrives and orbits around a central be-

lief, desire, or philosophy: that our world should be better, should be lief, desire, or philosophy: that our world should be better, should be lief, desire, or philosophy: that our world should be better, should be lief, desire, or philosophy: that our world should be better, should be 

fundamentally different, more ethical and honest. fundamentally different, more ethical and honest. fundamentally different, more ethical and honest. fundamentally different, more ethical and honest.     We try to articulate We try to articulate We try to articulate We try to articulate 

our feelings. We shoot up flares in the hopes that other lost souls our feelings. We shoot up flares in the hopes that other lost souls our feelings. We shoot up flares in the hopes that other lost souls our feelings. We shoot up flares in the hopes that other lost souls 

would respond, those who are yearning to see their feeling reflected in would respond, those who are yearning to see their feeling reflected in would respond, those who are yearning to see their feeling reflected in would respond, those who are yearning to see their feeling reflected in 

another and we end up responding to each other. another and we end up responding to each other. another and we end up responding to each other. another and we end up responding to each other.         

We become conscious of our collective discontent, and we struggle to-We become conscious of our collective discontent, and we struggle to-We become conscious of our collective discontent, and we struggle to-We become conscious of our collective discontent, and we struggle to-

gether to bring a better world into fruition. gether to bring a better world into fruition. gether to bring a better world into fruition. gether to bring a better world into fruition.     

We fight together, we cry together, we muse and we create together, and We fight together, we cry together, we muse and we create together, and We fight together, we cry together, we muse and we create together, and We fight together, we cry together, we muse and we create together, and 

all of a sudden we realize that we have more than just two lameall of a sudden we realize that we have more than just two lameall of a sudden we realize that we have more than just two lameall of a sudden we realize that we have more than just two lame----ass, ass, ass, ass, 

shitty options to choose from; shitty options to choose from; shitty options to choose from; shitty options to choose from;     instead our options are as limitless as instead our options are as limitless as instead our options are as limitless as instead our options are as limitless as 

the human potential itself. the human potential itself. the human potential itself. the human potential itself.     

It’s up to you and me to truly harness our creative powers.It’s up to you and me to truly harness our creative powers.It’s up to you and me to truly harness our creative powers.It’s up to you and me to truly harness our creative powers.    

Let’s teach and learn from each other.Let’s teach and learn from each other.Let’s teach and learn from each other.Let’s teach and learn from each other.    

    

Lets patch our bikes ourselves, sew/repair/modify our own clothes and Lets patch our bikes ourselves, sew/repair/modify our own clothes and Lets patch our bikes ourselves, sew/repair/modify our own clothes and Lets patch our bikes ourselves, sew/repair/modify our own clothes and 

look FREAKING doing it, grow our own veggies because let’s face it ge-look FREAKING doing it, grow our own veggies because let’s face it ge-look FREAKING doing it, grow our own veggies because let’s face it ge-look FREAKING doing it, grow our own veggies because let’s face it ge-

netically modified veggies taste yucky, and if you’re up for it, shit netically modified veggies taste yucky, and if you’re up for it, shit netically modified veggies taste yucky, and if you’re up for it, shit netically modified veggies taste yucky, and if you’re up for it, shit 

lets go dumpster diving! (Article coming soon:) or not whatevs!lets go dumpster diving! (Article coming soon:) or not whatevs!lets go dumpster diving! (Article coming soon:) or not whatevs!lets go dumpster diving! (Article coming soon:) or not whatevs!    

    

These modest acts of resistance may seem to have little effect in the These modest acts of resistance may seem to have little effect in the These modest acts of resistance may seem to have little effect in the These modest acts of resistance may seem to have little effect in the 

grand scheme of things, but this sense of futility is manufactured. The grand scheme of things, but this sense of futility is manufactured. The grand scheme of things, but this sense of futility is manufactured. The grand scheme of things, but this sense of futility is manufactured. The 

seed of action is thought and through thought there is conscious rising. seed of action is thought and through thought there is conscious rising. seed of action is thought and through thought there is conscious rising. seed of action is thought and through thought there is conscious rising.     

    

The actions that we make may or may not defend us from capitalism, but The actions that we make may or may not defend us from capitalism, but The actions that we make may or may not defend us from capitalism, but The actions that we make may or may not defend us from capitalism, but 

certainly they are in opposition with the instant gratification that certainly they are in opposition with the instant gratification that certainly they are in opposition with the instant gratification that certainly they are in opposition with the instant gratification that 

capitalism provides in hand and the chains of our destruction in the capitalism provides in hand and the chains of our destruction in the capitalism provides in hand and the chains of our destruction in the capitalism provides in hand and the chains of our destruction in the 

other. The change created by you and a small group of people can have a other. The change created by you and a small group of people can have a other. The change created by you and a small group of people can have a other. The change created by you and a small group of people can have a 

ripple effect that is felt across the seas. And even as we toil over ripple effect that is felt across the seas. And even as we toil over ripple effect that is felt across the seas. And even as we toil over ripple effect that is felt across the seas. And even as we toil over 

this handthis handthis handthis hand----made object you now hold, we catalyze change! made object you now hold, we catalyze change! made object you now hold, we catalyze change! made object you now hold, we catalyze change!     

    

Extraordinary things happen when ordinary people start to harness their Extraordinary things happen when ordinary people start to harness their Extraordinary things happen when ordinary people start to harness their Extraordinary things happen when ordinary people start to harness their 

creative powers. They become transformed! And they realize they were creative powers. They become transformed! And they realize they were creative powers. They become transformed! And they realize they were creative powers. They become transformed! And they realize they were 

never just ordinary people to begin with. never just ordinary people to begin with. never just ordinary people to begin with. never just ordinary people to begin with.         

Communicate and then Create!Communicate and then Create!Communicate and then Create!Communicate and then Create!    

- Nazma ‘naz-attack’ N 



The term DIY {Do It Yourself} teems with the passion of the hundreds of The term DIY {Do It Yourself} teems with the passion of the hundreds of The term DIY {Do It Yourself} teems with the passion of the hundreds of The term DIY {Do It Yourself} teems with the passion of the hundreds of 

rebellious souls that came before us; those who dared to kicked down rebellious souls that came before us; those who dared to kicked down rebellious souls that came before us; those who dared to kicked down rebellious souls that came before us; those who dared to kicked down 

the doors of this prethe doors of this prethe doors of this prethe doors of this pre----packaged one size fits world. The act of “doing packaged one size fits world. The act of “doing packaged one size fits world. The act of “doing packaged one size fits world. The act of “doing 

it yourself” opens a world where the strong willed announces firmly it yourself” opens a world where the strong willed announces firmly it yourself” opens a world where the strong willed announces firmly it yourself” opens a world where the strong willed announces firmly 

and proudly “we can do all this and more, too!” It’s where we can and proudly “we can do all this and more, too!” It’s where we can and proudly “we can do all this and more, too!” It’s where we can and proudly “we can do all this and more, too!” It’s where we can 

all become scrappers and scavengers, not to mention self taught mechan-all become scrappers and scavengers, not to mention self taught mechan-all become scrappers and scavengers, not to mention self taught mechan-all become scrappers and scavengers, not to mention self taught mechan-

ics, tailors, chefs, gardeners, musicians, historians, weavers, artist, ics, tailors, chefs, gardeners, musicians, historians, weavers, artist, ics, tailors, chefs, gardeners, musicians, historians, weavers, artist, ics, tailors, chefs, gardeners, musicians, historians, weavers, artist, 

explorers, herbalists, librarians, community voices, economists, activ-explorers, herbalists, librarians, community voices, economists, activ-explorers, herbalists, librarians, community voices, economists, activ-explorers, herbalists, librarians, community voices, economists, activ-

ists and healers. It empowers the individual with the knowledge to live ists and healers. It empowers the individual with the knowledge to live ists and healers. It empowers the individual with the knowledge to live ists and healers. It empowers the individual with the knowledge to live 

on their terms, however they see fit. on their terms, however they see fit. on their terms, however they see fit. on their terms, however they see fit.     

    

DIY culture flies in the face of the economic system we were raised in, DIY culture flies in the face of the economic system we were raised in, DIY culture flies in the face of the economic system we were raised in, DIY culture flies in the face of the economic system we were raised in, 

a system which compels us to participate in a means of production which a system which compels us to participate in a means of production which a system which compels us to participate in a means of production which a system which compels us to participate in a means of production which 

dehumanizes the workers and quantifies the worth of the consumer by how dehumanizes the workers and quantifies the worth of the consumer by how dehumanizes the workers and quantifies the worth of the consumer by how dehumanizes the workers and quantifies the worth of the consumer by how 

fast they can consume. fast they can consume. fast they can consume. fast they can consume.     

    

And people everywhere are sick of it!And people everywhere are sick of it!And people everywhere are sick of it!And people everywhere are sick of it!    

    

There is an everThere is an everThere is an everThere is an ever----present hunger for an alternative to the status quo. present hunger for an alternative to the status quo. present hunger for an alternative to the status quo. present hunger for an alternative to the status quo.     

No more are we satisfied with the illusion of a choice between murder-No more are we satisfied with the illusion of a choice between murder-No more are we satisfied with the illusion of a choice between murder-No more are we satisfied with the illusion of a choice between murder-

ous company one (1) and the slave wage promoting company two(2).ous company one (1) and the slave wage promoting company two(2).ous company one (1) and the slave wage promoting company two(2).ous company one (1) and the slave wage promoting company two(2).    

NO more are we going to participate in this system that forces us to NO more are we going to participate in this system that forces us to NO more are we going to participate in this system that forces us to NO more are we going to participate in this system that forces us to 

choice between the lesser of two evils. choice between the lesser of two evils. choice between the lesser of two evils. choice between the lesser of two evils.     

    

We are going to start doing for ourselves by harnessing our own crea-We are going to start doing for ourselves by harnessing our own crea-We are going to start doing for ourselves by harnessing our own crea-We are going to start doing for ourselves by harnessing our own crea-

tive power. Making things with our own hands and sweat because we don’tive power. Making things with our own hands and sweat because we don’tive power. Making things with our own hands and sweat because we don’tive power. Making things with our own hands and sweat because we don’

t need a corporate logo to validate ourselves. We validate our own t need a corporate logo to validate ourselves. We validate our own t need a corporate logo to validate ourselves. We validate our own t need a corporate logo to validate ourselves. We validate our own 

worth!worth!worth!worth!    

Until there is a paradigm change we will learn, and we will refuse to Until there is a paradigm change we will learn, and we will refuse to Until there is a paradigm change we will learn, and we will refuse to Until there is a paradigm change we will learn, and we will refuse to 

participate.participate.participate.participate.    

    

Dissatisfaction.Dissatisfaction.Dissatisfaction.Dissatisfaction.    

DIY: ART OF RESISTANCE Some Thoughts on  
Student Organizing 

 

by: Ali Bee 

Organizing our fellow stu-
dents often feels like an impos-
sible task, even for the most 
determined students. Despite 
months of effort to attract at-
tention to PHEEIA, the ludi-
crous legislation which would 
remove virtually all state fund-
ing to state schools, none of our 
protests or events attracted 
nearly as many participants as 
the flash rave did. At first I was 
frustrated that far more students 
were united over loud music 
and glow sticks than the threat 
of our tuition going through the 
roof over the next few years.  

But as I danced, whooped, and booed the police along with about two 
hundred other students, I realized that the flash rave exhibited the most stu-
dent solidarity and pride that I have seen in my three years at Stony Brook. 
That night reinvigorated my belief that it is possible to unite the students of 
this notoriously apathetic campus. 

In fact, it has been done! By 2007, the efforts of the Social Justice Alli-
ance had removed all Coca Cola products from this campus during its Killer 
Coke campaign. Although some students were upset by the removal of their 
preferred beverages, the SJA worked to withdraw SBU support for the com-
pany due to violence at several of its bottling plants in South America. 

Student organizing on a large scale has produced a full range of results, 
from directing attention towards various injustices to creating major change 
in the university environment. Just last year, students at UCal Santa Cruz 
united in their fight against state budget cuts and tuition hikes, and success-
fully blocked off highways near their school and shut down the campus. Or-
ganization involving such a large amount of the student body is far away for 
Stony Brook, but we can get there. 



We Can't Win: 
Activism and the Big Lie 

"Power never takes a step back - only in the face of more power." 
         ~ Malcolm X 

    The resounding and fatal rebel yell of college students today is 
"we can't win!". No matter the cause (whether it be anti-war or pro-
gay marriage), university liberals cower behind pessimism mas-
querading as realism, attempting to justify their inaction by making 
a 90-degree wall out of a 45-degree hike. The best and most re-
cent example at Stony Brook University was last semester’s ef-
forts to organize a rally in front of a meeting held with SBU’s presi-
dent and chancellor in solidarity with the March 4th actions in de-
fense of public education. Some students got involved, and many 
students agreed with the sentiment. Even more students, how-
ever, were jaded. "What's the point?" 
    Few, if any, students really considered the mechanisms by 
which change is brought about. Most subscribed to a fallacious 
and antiquated argument: "Your revolution is over, Mr. Lebowski. 
Condolences. The bums lost." Did "the bums" lose, though? 
Throughout history have the bums lost? The forty hour work week, 
child labor restrictions, the weekend, the minimum wage, the end 
of slavery, the end of Jim Crow, the right to vote for women and 
blacks... The list goes on and on. But how were these gains won? 
They certainly weren't won by a university full of emo pseudo-
activists with a penchant for complaining and a severe deficiency 
in the "doing" department. 
    Change isn't easy. It isn't inevitable, either. Powerful people that 
are much more motivated than you currently are work around the 
clock to make gains on students, workers, and other target groups 
day by day, week by week, election cycle by election cycle. 
They're able to do so because you spend more time frowning 
about being disenfranchised than you do organizing to take 
power. Movements don't happen spontaneously. You can't wait for 
the movement to arrive and hop on once you know it's safe. Move-
ments are built from hard work and risk. They're not self-indulgent, 
either. They're strategic. 

   Jes Rybak 

“I believe that  
unconditional love and  
unarmed truth will hold the  
final word in reality.  That is 
why right temporarily de-
feated is stronger than evil  
triumphant.”  
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     Growing up, I was never one to stand up on a soap box and demand 

change. I was a shy and somewhat awkward little girl who kept to herself 

and controlled her inner demons by keeping them amused with mental 

games and the occasional private written outburst. 

     If I had a problem with something (or someone) I would, within the con-

fines of my mind, tear the whole thing into shreds and then mentally re-

model the pieces into what I considered to be ideal. Situations would turn 

to my favor and enemies could be seen in a whole new light after my 

imagination thoughtfully reconstructed them.  

     Over time, what started as a way to deal with anger and frustration to-

wards small-scale problems and personal shortcomings became my way of 

dealing with the political and social issues to which I was being exposed to. 

The result was the mental deconstruction and re-animation of major is-

sues, such as the American prison system, or healthcare.  

     I found myself researching and attempting to dissect history while at the 

same time exposing myself to the issues in the present. I then used these 

shreds of information to build a solution that best represents my world-

view. This way, whenever I am exposed to debate or conversations on 

these issues I not only know random facts and information, but I also have 

a solid well-thought-out position on the matter.  

    Needless to say, my conclusions are not hole-proof (or even plausible in 

some circumstances)...after all, I am just another left-leaning college stu-

dent with big ideas and not the slightest clue how to most effectively use 

them. That being said, I expect people to disagree with me...at lot. In fact, I 

kind of want to make them frustrated.  That way they can develop their 

own ideals and approach the issue from their own personal worldview.  

     If everyone took the time to really think of political issues in depth in-

stead of seeing them in black and white, I honestly believe that America, as 

a nation, could grow immensely in the diversity of well-thought-out politi-

cal worldviews.  

     That is where this column comes in; to challenge you to think about po-

litical and social issues as the complex beings that they are, not as the 

dumbed down versions that litter the news media.  

     Politics are so much more than RED and BLUE and issues have to be 

seen in more than BLACK and WHITE -- welcome to the world of  

purple & gray.      — MJ 

Purple and GrayPurple and GrayPurple and GrayPurple and Gray    
Politics in more than Black and White 

What the university needs is a revolutionary 
bloc. Progressive groups, dedicated to sub-
stantial changes on the campus, local, state 
and national level need to come together. The 
first step is to organize for gains at the univer-
sity level with a keen eye on changes that 
need to be made on a much larger scale. Stu-
dent organizations need to look past narrow 
single-issues when working together. For in-
stance- the Stony Brook Freethinkers needn't 
have secular-humanism as a core and visible 
part of an action in defense of public educa-
tion in order to participate. They participate 
with the knowledge that in the future their call 
for action will be fully supported by the bloc. 
The same goes for the LGBTA or the FMLA. 
The SJA or the MSA. The GSEU or the UUP. 
This is all hypothetical, by the way. None of 
these groups have discussed or signed on to 
any kind of revolutionary bloc. They should, 
though, and someone should take initiative 
here. 
    What are some demands that can be made 
(and won) with a strategy involving mass edu-
cation, disruption, civil disobedience and stu-
dent/worker strikes? Securing contracts for 
the Research Assistants union. Accredited 
student-run classes. Lower tuition. Greater 
state-funding. A real student government with 
real responsibilities and power and full poten-
tial for student participation. How about bigger 
and better events? Or what about community 
spaces on campus that are open and avail-
able twenty-four hours a day with access to 
computers, wifi, conference spaces and open 
classrooms for student-run workshops and 
seminars? The possibilities are endless as 
long as we condemn the self-fulfilling proph-
ecy "we can't win".  

       - Nick 



I’m sure most of you who took the time to pick up and read this grassroots 
Zine of ours are fairly active-minded and opinionated.  Most of you probably 
agree with what we have to say, for the most part.  Some of you might just be 
looking for a good laugh in the same way that I read The Patriot.  But some 
of you (maybe just a couple) don’t fit into the above categories.  You aren’t 
particularly active in politics or current events.  Maybe you don’t see the 
point; maybe you find it difficult to care.  Perhaps you think that things never 
really change, or at least that your input doesn’t make a difference any-
way.  Or perhaps you think like I once did; that humanity hardly represents 
some absolute good worth fighting for.  And besides, whether I act or not, 
whether I or anyone else succeeds or fails, what does it matter in the grand 
scheme of things?  The world keeps spinning and the universe will continue 
as it always has.  What does it really matter? 
    If that is you, then you are who I am writing to. 
    I was apathetic, like many people, from about the age of 19 or 20, to as far 
back as I had any inclination to think about anything beyond my own con-
cerns in-the-moment.  I had trouble caring about anything and I certainly 
didn’t see much point in helping my fellow classmates.  By the age of 15, I 
had given up any halfway beliefs I may have had in God; I saw no reason to 
accept a bunch of vague and often contradictory bullshit just because some 
old man in a robe shouted it at me from behind a wooden block.  Doubly so 
since the world seemed no better off for how ubiquitous the belief in a divine 
father-figure was.   My apathy was even the reason I went to college in the 
first place.  I had never tried in school, but I got good grades anyway.  Where 
I went to school, if you got good grades, you went to college.  It was a natu-
ral flow. Most of the work done for me, and honestly it would have required 
more work NOT to go to college. 
    So how did I go from apathetic kid with no interest in anything but keep-
ing others off my back, to having a new found a reason to care, and even 
writing a testimonial in a grassroots campus Zine?  I found that reason in 
learning to fight for some very personal matters, but also through the advice 
of those much smarter than myself. 
    It was a Philosophy course at a Pennsylvania Community College that 
taught me to care.  Specifically it was the work of French writer and existen-
tialist Albert Camus. But I’m not writing this to summarize a body of work 
that has been summarized and analyzed a hundred times over.  I’m writing 
this to express what it meant to me.   
    It was a new look at an old character from Greek mythology, Sisyphus, 
which really struck me.  Sisyphus is a character with whom those who think 
that success or failure of our efforts mean nothing in the grand scheme of 
things, can easily identify with.  Sisyphus was condemned by the gods to 
push a rock up a hill for all eternity.  Once the rock reached the top, it would 
simply roll back down.  His work was pointless; it never accomplished any-
thing.  And yet Sisyphus resumed his toil from the beginning again each time 
it rolled down.  Why?  I see it much as Camus did; I see it as an act of defi-
ance.  An act of taking charge, of creating purpose when none was given. 
 

Letter from a Reformed Apathetic 

What happened to my Amer-

ica? The America where you could 
get ahead without handouts from an 
Obammunist state. A time and place 
when the American dream was about 
a family with a happy marriage and 
two cars in the driveway, and not a 
wet dream about gay people in the 
military performing abortions with 
the help of their liberal death panels. 
This was the America Jesus promised 
me when I was a kid. One nation, 
under God, limited government 
interference, not too many brown 
people, with liberty and justice when 
affordable. What happened, Jesus? 

 I remember better 

days. For the first 16 months of my 
life (the first 7, if you're a liberal 
baby murderer that thinks life begins 
at birth) I was blessed to live under 
the administration of America's true 
hero, President Ronald Wilson 
Reagan. These were times you could 
write Pop Country songs about. Our 
great President protected us from 
taxes and union thugs, and involved 
us in the Iran-Contra affair, which 
I'm pretty sure is the source material 
for my favorite video game, Contra. 
Men could work two jobs, but didn't 
have to, and women certainly should-
n't work any. He is what children 
envision with starry eyes when they 
say they want to be President when 
they grow up.  

 And what do we 

have now? Barack H U S S E I N! 
Obama. !. If America is a sleeping 
giant, it must've hit the snooze button 
November 4, 2008 when it elected its 

first Marxist communist president. 
Obama is so communist, that he hides 
his godless liberal agenda behind 
policies that expand war and corporate 
welfare, just to throw us off. Yes, the 
American people may have been misled 
that day, with promises of things like 
"fixing our economy," and "not 
embarrassing ourselves anymore with a 
backwards hick of a President," but this 
November, and again in 2012, we can't 
get fooled again. 

 The time has come for us 

to make a promise to ourselves, Amer-
ica. A promise that can't be broken by 
corrupt politicians, by leftist radicals, or 
by fathead TV news pundits (the wrong 
ones, anyway.) A promise to say NO to 
out-of-control spending! NO to immi-
grants’ rights! NO to taxing the rich! 
Because if the enemy of our enemy is 
our friend, and the enemy of Big Gov-
ernment is the rich, then the rich are our 
friends! With their dollars sponsoring 
our news organizations, our grassroots 
Tea Party candidates, and our policy 
makers, we can finally stop saying NO 
to Big Government and start saying 
YES to market-approved solutions to 
our fiscal crisis! Finally, we can say NO 
to being the party of NO, and by virtue 
of negation, begin being the party of 
YES! 

 So say NO to YES, 

NO to NO, and YES to YES and vote 
Republican. YES! 

ZAndy’s 

Conservative Corner 



I. 
As he sits, 
and thinks, 
Unknowingly the slightest  
Dismay of consciousness  
Creeps. 
Starting to  lose it.  
Pursues Right, Justice and Truth. 
Lets go of the comatose. 
Wrong, Merciless Vengeance, 
and Lies. 
Utterances change a person.  
Forget a person 
Tongues falsifies reality, farts, 
Slices, damages defenseless, 
Silences. 
More than enough. 
Let them go. 
Accept faith, Question impurity. 
Avoid comatose. 
 
 II.  
On my journey,  
I want to be able to touch, 
All day yearning, 
for the one without such. 
I know Ill fall, 
Always asking for much. 
 
III. 
This is earned and birthed.  
Stand Tall. 

I. 
Can we blame everything  
Destructive that we see in our day to daily lives on  
Money?  
Who made it?  
Do we blame Cars, Global Warming, and Aids on 
them? 
Do they manipulate all aspects of media?  
Do they enjoy our distraction, infiltration,  
Dumb-a-fication?   
Do you know that the elite 1 % of the US population 
Owns 34.5 % of the US wealth while  
The bottom 80% only owns 20%?  
Do they love to keep us weak and separate?  
Why is porn, drugs, and death free? 
Are they doing GOD's work or have they  
Sold their souls? 
Whose behind it? FUCK!!!  
I will not die the ways you want me. Order a hit, 
Send your assassins, erase my existence! 
You can  not sell my soul nor my time.  
 
II.  
STOP controlling our moves 
STOP infiltrating our minds 
STOP dumbing US down 
STOP killing US, changing US, selling US 
STOP forgetting our Flesh and Blood 
STOP separating Church and state 
STOP making of Heaven a hell 
        Hand Us control 
       Let US tick 
       Unite state and Faith 
                     Remake Paradise 
                     Drop the apple 
 
      III. 
      I know why you try to, you fear Dios,  
      Ha, in-dark-en-li-nis, 
I      I know you want us to burn.  

    The gods gave no purpose to his labor; in fact that was their intention.  The universe 
will continue much as it always has, no matter our labors.  Maybe neither the universe, nor 
any force in it cares what becomes of us.  But like Sisyphus, we too are in a position to 
defy.  Where no pre-ordained destiny was given we have absolute freedom.  We are beings 
which seek meaning in our lives.  Where we have none, or believe that there is none to be 
had is when we become apathetic.  But when we realize that to be without any given pur-
pose is to be free to take charge and create our own, what point is there to wallow in our 
apathy any longer?  Why not live fulfilled if all we need do is choose to?  Such is our 
power as human beings that we might turn to those grand forces beyond our very compre-
hension and proclaim that we care nothing for their apathy, and we shall make something 
of our lives regardless.   
    That empowering knowledge was able to shake me of my own apathy.  I was unhappy 
(or at least not happy) as an apathetic.  It was by my own choosing to be that way, and so I 
simply chose to create meaning and purpose in my own life.  I chose to be a social activist, 
for I thought what better way to affirm the merits of my own journey than to fight for peo-
ple all over the world to be free of oppression, that they might be free to make destinies of 
their own.        - T 

- Laina 



TERRORS OF THE NIGHT.           TERRORS OF THE NIGHT.           TERRORS OF THE NIGHT.           TERRORS OF THE NIGHT.               
By Gweneviere M. 

 9 months ago, we all read about the terrible earthquake that shook and 
left  300 000 people for dead out of a population of 9 million. Millions sought refuge 
in what we call “make-shift camps” or “tent cities” after the destruction of their     
houses. Basically, they are settlements where people group in hundreds and thousands 
on government-owned land and live under blue tarps and tents stitched together with 
rope and duct tape.  
 This was supposed to be a temporary displacement, but since no major effort 
is seen from the part of the government to relocate these people, they are still living in 
these horrid conditions with outdoor coed showers, latrines, and port-a-potties. It is in 
this setting that the worst crime that can be committed against women and               
children—rape—is happening every single day. 
 
 The stories that I heard from my cousin who works with battered and abused 
women in the camps in Haiti as well as the ones I have read about online are all of the 
same nature. It is always a matter of power, of male domination against women. In the 
case of 14-year-old Woudlyne, 2 men broke into her shelter with a gun and machete, 
cornered her mom and told her that if she screamed they would kill her. They took 
young Woudlyne to a house that had fallen during the earthquake, and in a tiny space 
between the rubble the men took turns raping her. When her father went to the police 
the next morning, they told him that it was none of their business. 
 
 These tents cities, where everyone lives in close quarters near strangers, have 
no sewer system and no electricity; this means that as soon as the sun sets down, it is 
pitch black and dangerous. In the darkness, all the residents have to share the outdoor 
portable showers (usually a bucket of water) and the unlockable port-a-potties. This 
brings us to case number two. Remember Woudlyne? Well, her mom was also raped. 
This time 3 men were waiting in hiding near a latrine, and when she approached, they 
put a gun to her head and gang raped her. 

 
 FACT #1: In the past, rape was used  

in Haiti as a  political tool. For example,  
if one had an enemy,  someone who was open about his  
or her dislike of the President and his government, someone  
who owed money or whatever, people would round up gang  
members and proceed to rape the wife and children of said  
person.  
FACT #2: Even though no official government survey has  
been taken, the people working in close contact with victims  
of assaults in camps say that their number is on the rise. More 
women and children have been sexually abused from January 2010 
to September 2010 compared to that same period in 2009. 

Menstrual Cups!!! What Are They and Why They Menstrual Cups!!! What Are They and Why They Menstrual Cups!!! What Are They and Why They Menstrual Cups!!! What Are They and Why They 
are So Damn Awesomeare So Damn Awesomeare So Damn Awesomeare So Damn Awesome    
    
 
For this edition of Down and Dirty I’d like to talk about a little known device that 
can absolutely change a woman’s life for the better. Menstrual cups are a great 
alternative to other feminine hygiene products on the market. As the name 
would suggest, the menstrual cup is a small, soft and flexible plastic cup that is 
inserted into the vagina.    
 
Now, I’m sure I know what a lot of you ladies are thinking. To many of y’all the 
thought of having a piece of soft plastic inside of you may seem pretty strange, 
but before you completely dismiss this product, I’d like to argue that the meth-
ods you use during your time of the month are in actuality much more “strange” 
and primitive. Think about it! Doesn’t using a messy diaper-like pad or sticking a 
piece of cotton inside of you sound a lot weirder? To me it does at least. I don’t 
need to go into great detail about the cons of these more popular products be-
cause all women experience them. Worrying about leaking, discomfort, coordi-
nating when you’ll need to change you’re pad/tampon and if there will be a 
bathroom available where you’ll be at. It’s a goddamn pain in the ass!  
 
Menstrual cups are the solution to all these headaches and have a multitude of 
more benefits. Not only is it just as, if not even more comfortable than using a 
tampon, but leaking virtually never occurs since they collect up to 30% more 
fluid than a super-absorbency tampon. Unlike tampon use, one also wouldn’t 
have to worry about TSS (Toxic Shock Syndrome). One other thing that makes 
this product oh so great is that it’s reusable. That means you won’t have to be 
constantly spending money on purchasing feminine products. It also means that 
by using it, you’d be minimizing the paper and plastic waste you put into our 
environment and doing your part in the Green Movement. It is estimated that 
“12 billion sanitary pads and 7 billion tampons are dumped into the North Ameri-
can environment each year” and that “More than 170,000 tampon applicators 
were collected along U.S. coastal areas between 1998 and 1999.”[1] 

Hopefully some of this info has persuaded some females into at least thinking 
about alternatives to pads and tampons. If you would like 
more info on menstrual cups and where you can purchase 
one, a good website would be divacup.com. Diva Cup is 
the most well-known menstrual cup brand out in North 
America. You can also buy one at many radically-minded 
stores. 

 

[1]http://www.divacup.com/en/home/the_environment/ 



    
 

 

 

 

 

With Ali and America 

 
 

Welcome to our monthly sex column. In it you’ll find discussions and information 
about pretty much anything revolving around gender and sexuality. The world in 
which we live keeps the topic of sex taboo, and many times we find ourselves 
straying away from openly communicating and learning about very important 
things. It is our hope that with this column we can all freely explore and redis-
cover our sexualities, and as a result enjoy our lives a little bit more 
 
We’re accepting questions about sexual health, relationships, gender etc., and try to 
answer them and give our input as best we can. Send questions or topic suggestions 

to:  sb-social-justice-zine@googlegroups.com  
Remember, the possibilities for this column (and your sex life) are endless!! 

 
This issue’s wisdom from A&A: 

o  When should you wear a condom? Always! Condoms are the easiest, most 
effective way to prevent both pregnancy and the spread of STDs.  You owe it to 
yourself to protect your body, whether you’re having a one-night fling or are in a 
relationship. No one expects to be cheated on, so to ensure your safety, just ef-
fin’ wear it! And while you’re at it, take a quick look at the wrapper before tossing 

it away - are you wearing it correctly in the first place? 
o    Women are wired differently than men. Many women and many more men 
are unsure of the intricacies of how to make sure the girl has a bangin’ good 
time. Girls, just as “no means no”, make sure yes means yes – you owe it to 

yourself and your man not to fake it.  There is no sure fire method, sorry but you 
can’t take CUM 101. The answers don’t lie in the Kama Sutra or Cosmo, but in 

communication! 
o    Most common threesome: you, me, and booze. Getting a little tipsy can help 
ease some insecurities, but don’t lose control! Even if we’d want it to, sex can’t 
happen in a vacuum. There are repercussions and emotional ties to be dealt 

with. Bottom line: listen to yourself and your body before you allow yourself to be 
persuaded by a smooth talker or low-cut shirt.  

Down Down Down Down     
                                            DirtyDirtyDirtyDirty    andandandand    

 
 By now you are most surely thinking, “Where is the police? Where are the Non-
Profits? Where are the United Nation soldiers who were sent to Haiti after the earthquake?!?” 
According to my research, these peacekeepers have been invisible; if work has been done to 
improve the life of these women, it has been minimal. 
The Non--Governmental Organizations are here to give out medical assistance to the   
victims but there has been no great progress to cut the problem at it’s root and stop these 
assaults from happening altogether. 
 
Haiti’s national police force is still too small and too easily corrupted to help. 
 
 The UN soldiers are whole other story. Al Jazeera had an interesting interview 
with Edmon Mullet, a UN Mission Chief as well as other chiefs and officials who all insist 
that no one besides a minority of troublemakers are hostile towards them and that there 
have been no reports and information about rapes happening in the camps. About the   
hostility question, you can take my word for it dear readers; I saw with my own eyes walls 
covered in graffiti attacking the UN saying that the population needs help and that the 
UN’s response and actions are not enough. About the “no reports and information”      
answer, all I can say is that UN officers aren’t allowed to speak to the population, even 
when they are patrolling the streets. If you are ordered not to speak to the population, how 
are you going to get information for the reports? Also, that language barrier doesn’t help! 
 
 Nonetheless, hope is not lost. With the rise of violence against women,           
correlated to the rise of HIV, unwanted pregnancies, and STIs, there has also been a rise in 
the number of women getting together without the help of NGOs, the police, or the UN to 
form their own support groups. It started out in the biggest camps and now it is spreading 
throughout most of them. The women get together for moral and emotional support and 
most importantly they band together to find a way to fight back against the terrors of the 
night.  

Sources: My cousin, Al Jazeera, NY Times, LA Times. 
(image credit: AP) 



A False Dichotomy 

 Among many of those who express the universal desire for 
world peace exists a troubling yet common definition of what exactly 
peace is — a definition exemplified in an episode of Showtime series, 
Penn and Teller: Bullshit. For the uninitiated, the show selects from 
the gamut of popular pet beliefs from cryptozoology to Biblical crea-
tionism, and each week divvies its roughly half-hour runtime between 
explaining why said topic is "bullshit," and calling people assholes. 
Unfortunately, the more a topic finds pertinence in politics, the more 
the duo lets loose their unabashedly Libertarian bias, whether it's hand-
picking mouthpieces from right-wing think tanks, or framing issues 
from the get-go in a market-sympathetic perspective. Their take on 
world peace is no exception. 
 Fresh from weaving their buffoonish portrayal of basically 
every kind of activist as hypocritical heads in the clouds (including, to 
be fair, hysterical pro-war activists), P&T gleefully inform us that they 
hold the secret — in fact, the one true way — to establishing world-
wide and stable peace. Are you ready for it? Globalization. That's right. 
Global economic interdependence. Move over, military-industrial com-
plex, the peacetime-industrial complex is the synergetic paradigm of 
tomorrow. It turns out those people breaking things at the G20 summits 
you thought didn't stand for anything were actually the last bastions of 
the war economy. It all makes sense now. 
 I bring up Bullshit as an example because their conclusion 
rests on a simple but deceptive principle. One that can take a group of 
people united in hopes of a peaceful world and divide them based on 
what they believe they can attain it. It's the misunderstanding that what 
defines peace is simply the absence of war. It sounds like something 
that can inspire casual agreement, and I'm embarrassed to say that a 
younger and less informed version of myself saw P&T's logic and 
bought it. The fact is that a mere lack of war does not qualify as peace, 
and therefore we cannot restrict globalization as the supposed one way 
to reach it. 

WAR and PEAC
E 

- ZAndy Homer 

 

 When we talk about an absence of war, we are talking about stable 
conditions between international actors on the global stage, in P&T's case 
wrought by each nation's economic need for one another. What these condi-
tions do not account for is the manner in which people in the world's nations 
live, which hinges on wealth disparities between nations and varying civil 
circumstances within them that prevail even in P&T's model of a better to-
morrow. If anything, the already marginalized poor will have less room for 
improving their conditions if it comes at the expense of its nation's position in 
a global market. The institutional repression of these people, whatever stabil-
ity it might provide, cannot be called peaceful 

 Ultimately, the "mere absence of war" model does not more 
evenly distribute power in the world, nor does it protect anyone from 
those who have a hold on it. It simply removes the obstacles in front of 

those who have the monopoly on power, and creates a heavy disincentive to 
transfer any of it to the disenfranchised. This supposed model for world peace 
secures none of it. What it secures is global stability, and stability promises 
nothing to those whose lives depend on revolutionary change. If what sepa-
rates global stability from a system that ensures peace and justice is an armed 
struggle, or a deep social or political transformation somewhere in the world, 
then the former should be sacrificed for the latter. The mere absence of war 
conceived by Penn, Teller, and other Libertarians may be what awaits us in 
the future, but do not confuse it for peace. 

If you tremble 
with indignation 
at every injustice 
then you are a 
comrade of mine. 

Ernesto Che 


